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The next State Executive Board Quarterly Business                                                                           
Session will be held in Fairbanks at the Fairbanks                                                                                                
ASEA/ AFSCME Local 52 office on Sept. 7 & 8.                                                                                                                                            
The Executive Board will be in Fairbanks on Labor                                                               
Day, Sept. 6 and will take part in the Fairbanks Annual                                                                          
Labor Day Parade and Picnic. If you are in Fairbanks                                                           
come  join  the  fun  and  walk  with your fellow                                                                                                                                                              
ASEA Brothers and Sisters                                                                                                                         
in the parade.  Parade starts                                                                                                                                                            
at Noon from the Noel Wien                                                                                                
Library.                                                                                                                                                 

 

 Printed In House 

The Anchorage Chapter of ASEA/AFSCME is pleased to announce the award recipients of the Tuition Reimbursement Program. The 
Scholarship / Tuition Committee members would like to thank all the members for their participation. The Recipients are as follows:                                                                                                                                       
Shawna Amsden, Melanie Arnolds, Grace Beaujean, Kathleen Bloodgood, Christopher Brooks, Lawrence Camp, Bobby Cassey,   
Camai Cassey, Katherine Chanhthathep, Meagan Crawford, Shannon Crowley-Watson, Qiauna Dade, Christopher Dietrich, Mark 
Doughty, Ronald Duvall, Neal Fulks, Tiffany Garey, Jill Gaylard, Pamela Geary, Melinda Guerrissi, Leah Guzman, Vinera Harsany 
and Heather Heusser                                          CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!  

ASEA Committees are looking for 
members to become involved. This is a 
great way to become involved in your 
Union and to learn more about what the 
Union does for you. The following 
Committees have seats available: 
*WOMEN’S COMMITTEE - 2 Seats 
(Rural/Bush)                                              
*NEXT WAVE - 7 Seats (Must be 35 
years old or younger) 
To be considered for a committee, 
submit a statement of interest to ASEA 
State Executive Board, indicating your 
interest in the committee on which  you 
would like to serve. 
Interested members must submit their 
Statement of Interest prior to Sept 1, to 
the ASEA State Executive Board c/o 
MaryAnn Ganacias - 1577 C St.,                  
Ste. 201, Anch. AK 99501                         
or Fax (907) 277-5206 or email 
maryanng@afscmelocal52.org. More 
information is available on the website
http://www.afscmelocal52.org. 

Brothers and Sisters,  
I wanted to give you a brief recap of the 2010 AFSCME International Convention. The main 
purpose of the convention was to elect a new International Secretary-Treasurer and to accept 
or reject 77 proposed Resolutions that dealt with official positions that the Union will take as a 
body.  
In a contentious election, Lee Saunders narrowly defeated Danny Donohue to become our 
current Secretary-Treasurer.  Though I had to leave at 11:30 on Friday morning to catch my 
flight, most of the proposed Resolutions that had been addressed by that time had passed.  
That is not to say that there were not some vigorous debate on many Resolutions.  It was 
refreshing to see democracy at work, even with its imperfections. 
We listened to a half dozen keynote addresses from speakers who ranged from Richard 
Trumka, President AFL-CIO, to Ed Schultz, talk show host.  Other speakers were: Gerald 
McEntee, International President; Vicki Kennedy, widow of Teddy Kennedy; William Lucy, 
previous International Secretary-Treasure; John Wilhelm, President UNITEHERE; and Donna 
Brazile, Chair of the Democratic National Committee’s Voting Rights Institute. 
Five Constituency Caucuses were held: Conservatives in AFSCME Caucus, Green Caucus, 
GLBT Caucus, Latino Caucus and Next Wave Caucus.  I attended the Conservative Caucus to 
keep an eye on my conservative brethren. 
Though no Alaskan’s were on any committees, I attended two of the committee meetings; 
“Organizing”, and “Political Action & PEOPLE”.  I also attended one workshop, “Grow Your 
Local, Engage Your Members”, so don’t be surprised if I come around and approach you 
about being more active, both with the Union and politically. 
On June 30th we attended a rally on Boston Commons and marched to City Hall to support 
Union members in Massachusetts who are experiencing layoffs, and cutbacks at the City, 
County, and State levels.  
I am from Fairbanks and had spent the previous week in Nome, so the city of Boston, and the 
Convention with an attendance in excess of 5,000 people, was quite the culture shock but 
enjoyable.  I want to thank you for allowing me to represent you, and would be glad to answer 
any questions you have about the event.  Contact me at hydrojohn@gmail.com 
You can also view more in-depth coverage of the convention at 
http://convention.afscme.org                                                                                              
Thanks again, 
John D. Bennett 
 

Steward Training will be held on Oct. 
27, & Oct. 28, in Fairbanks, Juneau, & 
Anchorage. Basic Training will be Oct. 
27, with Advanced Training on Oct. 28. 
Training will be held in all offices on the 
same dates.  

Stewards in Rural & Bush chapters will 
be brought to their urban regional 
location  for  training.  

This training is mandatory. As specified 
in the GGU contract, Article 2.02.B; “In 
the first year of this contract, Union 
Stewards shall be allowed up to 7.5 
hours for stewards training.” (Business 
leave will be approved if hours needed 
to attend training exceed 7.5 hours).  

RSVP IS REQUIRED! Call your urban 
regional office location to RSVP.    


